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ИСТОРИЧЕСКАЯ ПАМЯТЬ БЕЖЕНЦЕВ ВТОРОЙ МИРОВОЙ ВОЙНЫ: ПРЕОДОЛЕНИЕ 

КУЛЬТУРНОЙ ТРАВМЫ 
 

Аннотация: При формировании коллективной исторической памяти о Второй мировой войне перво-

степенное внимание традиционно уделялось событиям на фронте, подвигам бойцов и партизан. Трагический и 

болезненный опыт узников гетто, концлагерей, беженцев долгое время оставался в табуированной темой. В 

связи с этим целый ряд важных исторических аспектов остается вне поля официальной памяти и возникает 

возможность фальсификаций. Цель данного исследования – представить беженцев войны как социальную 

группу с культурной травмой, показать необходимость и пути преодоления этой травмы. Источниковую основу 

исследования составили воспоминания людей, переживших эвакуацию. В качестве методологического подхода 

использована концепция «культурной травмы» и теории исторической памяти. Анализ интервью и воспомина-

ний беженцев позволил выделить эвакуированных в особую стигматизированную социальную группу, которую 

объединяли отсутствие жилья и имущества по прибытии в эвакуацию, общие источники снабжения, особый 

социальный статус, определявший отношения с властными структурами, а также с местными жителями. В 

материалах доклада выявлены факторы, которые способствовали формированию культурной травмы у людей в 

ходе эвакуации. На всем протяжении эвакуационного периода своей жизни эти люди часто подвергались осуж-

дению в общественном мнении. В тыловых районах эвакуированных воспринимали как чужаков. Автор сделал 

вывод о том, что артикуляция культурной травмы стигматизированной социальной группой, ее пережившей, 

способствует сохранению объективной исторической памяти и меняет жизненные ценности социума. Формами 

такой артикуляции могут быть устные интервью, опубликованные воспоминания, документальные и художе-

ственные фильмы. 
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HISTORICAL MEMORY OF WORLD WAR II REFUGEES: 

OVERCOMING CULTURAL TRAUMA 

 

Abstract: When forming the collective historical memory of the Second World War, traditionally, primary at-

tention was paid to events at the front, the exploits of soldiers and partisans. The tragic and painful experience of pris-

oners of ghettos, concentration camps, refugees remained for a long time a taboo topic. At the same time, a number of 

important historical aspects remain outside the field of official memory and the possibility of falsifications arises. The 

purpose of this study is to present war refugees as a social group with cultural trauma, to show the necessity and ways 

of overcoming it. The source of the study was the memories of people who survived the evacuation. The concept of 

«cultural trauma» and the theory of historical memory were used as a methodological approach. Analysis of interviews 

and recollections of refugees made it possible to single out the evacuees into a special stigmatized social group, which 

was united by the lack of housing and property upon arrival in the evacuation, common sources of supply, and a special 

social status that determined relations with the authorities, as well as with local residents. The article identifies the 

factors that contributed to the formation of cultural trauma in people during evacuation. Throughout the evacuation 

period of their lives, these people were often condemned in public opinion. In the rear areas, the evacuees were per-

ceived as outsiders. It is concluded that the articulation of cultural trauma by a stigmatized social group that survived it 

contributes to the preservation of objective historical memory and changes the life values of society. Forms of such 

articulation can be oral interviews, published memoirs, documentaries, and feature films. 

Keywords: World War II, evacuation, cultural trauma, refugees, historical memory. 

 

This report is about the problems of the historical memory of the refugees of the Second World War 

through the concept of «cultural trauma». 

Modern trends in the formation of collective historical memory in the official public space are charac-

terized by the dominance of the triumph discourse and the silencing of the trauma discourse. This makes the 

picture of the reconstruction of the events of the Second World War incomplete, a number of important 

historical aspects remain outside the field of official memory, it becomes possible to falsify historical events 
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and facts [1]. 

Therefore, a comprehensive study of the history of the war, including coverage of painful and «incon-

venient» aspects of historical events, is necessary to preserve in the memory of future generations. An im-

portant way to objectively comprehend traumatic historical facts is the concept of cultural trauma. 

The concept of «cultural trauma» was introduced into scientific circulation by the Polish scientist 

P. Shtompka [4]. He reveals the idea of cultural trauma as a «rupture of the cultural fabric», as a result of 

which the consequences of traumatic events affect a person for a long time, passing even through genera-

tions. 

Trauma is understood not only as a one-time event that dramatically changed a person's life, but also 

as a process that continues to influence people's attitude to their past, present and future. Among others, P. 

Shtompka refers to migrations and wars as traumatic events. 

The Second World War was of a long total and bloody nature. The rapid offensive of the Fascist 

troops in 1941 and the occupation of the western territories of the USSR led to the displacement of the tradi-

tional center of the country, which caused a large-scale evacuation of industrial equipment, cultural property 

and the population from the frontline areas to the east of the country. 

Evacuation was not prepared, but the need for it became obvious already in the first days of the war 

and was dictated by the following reasons: the speed of the enemy's advance through the territory of the 

USSR, the occupation policy in the occupied territories aimed at mass physical destruction of the population. 

The evacuation process combined elements of organization and spontaneity. The enemy occupied part 

of the territory of the USSR, where about 85 million people lived before the war, and about 12 million peo-

ple managed to evacuate to the Soviet rear. 

Evacuation processes were managed by the Evacuation Council, established on June 24, 1941 under 

the USSR Council of People's Commissars. Accounting and provision of social assistance to the evacuated 

population in the rear regions of the country were provided by specially created bodies: Departments for 

household management of evacuation. 

Although all residents of the rear experienced psychological and material difficulties during the war, 

the study of documents makes it possible to single out the refugees in a special stigmatized social group. It 

was united by the lack of housing and property upon arrival in the evacuation, common sources of supply, a 

special social status that determined relations with government structures, as well as with local residents. 

Of course, it should be remembered that the social group of the refugees itself was not homogeneous: 

the capital's creative intelligentsia and representatives of the nomenclature lived better. 

Analysis of documentary sources and personal memories of refugees allows us to identify the follow-

ing traumatic factors: 

– as early as in the process of evacuation, conflict situations with representatives of government struc-

tures arose due to a lack or distortion of information, a ban on evacuation for certain categories of the popu-

lation, refusal to help evacuate. Sometimes evacuation took the form of a stampede, provoking interpersonal 

conflicts. 

– a strange city (village), unusual climatic conditions, lack of their own housing and property, house-

hold inconveniences; additional difficulties were experienced by metropolitan residents who were evacuated 

to the countryside and forced to adapt to the specific conditions of village life [3]. 

– absence of relatives and close friends who could help; 

– the need for employment in a new place. This problem did not concern the workers evacuated to-

gether with their company or institution, but they also needed to adapt to a new work collective. 

– sometimes national hostility, differences in social status, educational and cultural level were added to 

these difficulties. 

Throughout the evacuation period of their lives, these people were often overtly or covertly con-

demned in public opinion. During the evacuation, they were condemned for fleeing by those who believed 

that they should help defend their city or remain to suffer with it. In the rear areas, the evacuees were per-

ceived as outsiders [5]. And when the evacuees returned to their former places of residence, to their small 

homeland, they were again met with caution and hostility because their fellow-townsmen believed that they 

had «sat it out in the rear». 
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At home, they faced numerous difficulties not only with getting their former housing back, but also 

with restoring their social status: being evacuated quickly became a stigma, especially for Jews and men fit 

for military service. 

In the post-war period, during forming the cultural memory of the Great Patriotic War, for many dec-

ades, primary attention was paid to the heroes among the front-line soldiers, partisans and underground 

workers. All commemorative practices were aimed at glorifying the feat of fighters and commanders who 

had performed feats, monuments were erected to them, films were made about them, stories and stories were 

written. 

As for historical memory, in the post-war period, the experience of evacuees remained mostly part of 

family history, while in public discourse it was almost completely forgotten. This was largely due to the fact 

that the history of the evacuation is closely connected with the very negative events of 1941-1942 for the 

Soviet regime (defeats at the fronts, chaos and panic in the rear, the flight of officials from settlements and 

enterprises that were under threat of being captured by the Germans, thousands of families abandoned to the 

mercy of fate, etc.) and does not fit well into the victorious history of the Patriotic War. 

The ideology of collectivism was essential to overcoming the traumatic military experience. The ideas 

of sacrifice, heroism, perseverance were designed to shift the attention to individual problems. As a result, 

there was no elaboration of the trauma, the «experience of pain» was pushed into silence [2]. 

Articulation of trauma had a therapeutic effect. The ideological pluralism of the 1990s contributed to 

the voicing of previously suppressed topics in the public space. Commemorative practices began to spread to 

the victims of the war, namely, civilians killed by the enemy in the occupied territory, in concentration 

camps. 

In this sense, the collection of oral memories and the creation of archival collections of «oral history», 

which gained popularity in Russia in the 1990s-2000s, is important. Writers, artists, and film directors did 

not stay away from the formation of cultural memory about the evacuation. In 2005, the documentary 4-

episode film «Evacuation» was shown (producer Yu. Khanyutin, the author of the idea S. M. Zelikin). 

Cultural trauma has an indelible impact on society and has a great force of inertia, affecting several 

generations. Articulation of cultural trauma by a stigmatized social group that has experienced it contributes 

to rethinking the events of the past, forms a more objective historical memory and changes the life values of 

society. 
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